The Earliest Known Ketubah
During the period following the Babylonian capture of Jerusalem, a number of Jews emigrated to Egypt and established a Jewish colony there. A collection of Aramaic papyri discovered at Aswan and Elephantine, Egypt in 1905, reveals interesting facts on the lives of the Jews. Among the papyri is the first known text of a Jewish marriage contract from about 440 B.C.E.

An abbreviated translation of the text is given on the following page.
In medieval times the ketubot were elaborately “illuminated”. The figure below shows an example of a ketubah from 1793, formalising the marriage of Abraham Hayyim ben Ephraim Modigliani to Rosa bat Menahem Modigliani. The medium is vellum. The micrography surrounding the text consists of the entire Book of Ruth, the coat of arms is apparently that of the Modigliani family.  This style is apparently becoming popular again among modern Jews.

On [date…..] of the King, said As-hor the son of Teos, builder to the king, to Mahseia, an Aramaean of Seyne belonging to the quarter of Warizath, saying:


 I came to thy house that thou give me thy daughter Miphtahya to wife. She is my wife and I am her husband from this day and forever. I have given thee as a marriage settlement for thy daughter Miphtahya the sum of five shekels royal standard; it is accepted by thee and thy heart is content therewith. I have delivered unto the hand of thy daughter Miphtahya as money for an outfit, 1 karash 2 shekels… 1 woollen robe, new, striped, dyed on both sides… There is accepted by me and my heart is content therewith … 1 couch of reeds with 4 supports of stone… 1 cosmetic box of ivory, new.
 If tomorrow or any other day, As-hor shall die having no issue whether male or female by Miphtahya his wife, Miphtahya shall have full right over the house of As-hor and his goods and chattels and all that he has on the face of the earth without exception. 
 If tomorrow or any other day, Miphtahya shall stand up in the congregation and say: I divorce As-hor my husband, the price of divorce shall be on her head: she shall return to the scales and she shall weigh for As-hor the sum of five shekels and two d., and all which I have delivered unto her she shall give back, both string and thread, in one day at one time, and she shall go away wither soever she will and no suit or process shall ensue. 
And if he shall rise up against Miphtahya to drive her away from the house of As-hor and his goods and his chattels, he shall pay the sum of 20 kebhes and this deed shall be annulled, and I shall have not power to say: I have another wife than Miphtahya and other children than the children which Miphtahya shall bear to me. 


If I shall say I have children and a wife other than Miphtahya and her children, I shall pay to Miphtahya the sum of 20 kebhes royal standard, and I shall have no power to take away my goods and my chattels from Miphtahya. 
And if I shall have removed them from her…[erasure]… I will pay Miphtahya the sum of 20 kebhes royal standard.  
Nathan the son of Ananiah has written this deed at the dictation of As-hor, and the witnesses thereto are 
Penuliah the son of Jezaniah, 
Jezaniah, the son of Uriah, 
Menaichem the son of Saccur: Witnesses.”
